Enhanced cardiac effect of digoxin during quinidine treatment.
Quinidine causes an increase in the serum digoxin concentration. Three patients were studied to determine if the increase in serum concentration is paralleled by an increase in the cardiac effect of digoxin. Each patient's clinical condition and serum digoxin concentration were stable when quinidine administration was begun. In all three patients, serum digoxin concentrations increased significantly after beginning quinidine, and decreased when quinidine was discontinued. While taking quinidine, all three patients had ECG findings that suggested enhanced digitalis effect and one patient had clinical evidence of an increased hemodynamic effect. These effects paralleled the increases in serum digoxin concentration. Our findings suggest that the increase in serum digoxin concentration, which occurs after beginning quinidine, is associated with an increase in the effect of digoxin on the heart.